6     THE     MAKING     OF     FEDERAL     INDIA

CL THE  STRUCTURE OF THE  GOVERNMENT

After over a century's rule by the stockholders of the
East India Company, the circumstances, as revealed in the
Mutiny, forced Parliament to take direct control of the
Indian Administration.

It must be placed to the credit of Clive's genius and fore-
sight, that after the battle of Plassey (1757) he urged the
British Government to assume full sovereignty over all the
British possessions instead of tolerating the " Dual govern-
ment " of the merchant-adventurers. The first step taken
to control grave abuses by the merchant-administrators of
their powers was the Regulating Act of 1773, and within
the period of the two following decades it became necessary
for Parliament to enact measures, at the end of each decade,
in order to reconcile the trading interests of a Company
with those of the administration of the country. By Pitt's
Act of 1784, the Board of Control was set up in England
and its powers were extended by the Charter Act of 1793.
Things went on for about 40 years in a way which failed to
produce the kind of Government the country needed for
its reconstruction after the fall of the Moghul Empire.
Finally, under the Charter Act of 1833, ^e Company had to
close their commercial business and seriously take up their
political and administrative duties ; but it required the
shock of the Indian Mutiny in 1857 to seal the fate of the
greatest and strongest mercantile Corporation in the world.
It should be noted here that the Charter Act of 1833 laid
down the principle that no natives of India are to be ex-
cluded by reason of their birth from any appointments under
the Company. Indeed, the spirit of that Act and the attitude
of British administrators like Lord Bentinck, Sir Charles
Metcalfe, and Lord Macatilay (then Thomas Babington
Macaulay) seemed to have been inspired not only by the
idealism of the Whigs, then in power, but also by the evan-
gelical outlook of the Clapham school,

The Crown assumed responsibility for pacifying India